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Jim Roos is honored with a Resolution of Recognition sponsored by Alderman Kacie Starr Tripplet (left)  

and Aldermanic President Lewis Reed (right), June 1o, 2011. 

40 years of providing decent, affordable housing for  

St. Louis 



 

2 

Our Missi0n  

Neighborhood Enterprises is a real estate/property 

management company whose mission is to provide de-

cent, affordable rental housing in the city of St. Louis, 

Missouri.  For 40 years NE has been a self -supporting 

business and a housing ministry attempting to  

strengthen families and neighborhoods.  

Neighborhood Enterprises and the Board of  SITO have  focused on rental housing as a 
business and ministry strategy for three reasons: 

1. There were plenty of  programs for low-income homeowners.  (Until 
recent years local, state, and federal housing programs were focusing 
heavily on making homeowners out of  renters.) 

2. Rental units continue to be lost at an alarming rate.  (Throughout the 
2000õs estimates by some organizations were that 2,000 units per year 
were being lost due to redevelopment and/or demolition.) 

3.   Housing experts project that 40-50% of  most urban populations will 
remain renters on a fairly constant basis. 

With the bursting of  the so-called "housing bubble" and rising foreclosure rates SITO's 

rental housing ministry will very likely be needed for some time to come.  

Sanctuary in the Ordinary (SITO) was formed in 1991 
as a non -profit housing ministry to provide low -income 

rental housing for St. Louis.  

Action springs not from thought,  

but from  a readiness for responsibility.         Dietrich Bonhoeffer
 



 

3 

A Message from Jim Roos (president of Neighborhood Enterprises ) 

A Message from Ricky Jackson (president of the SITO Board) 

     Neighborhood Enterprises Inc.,  What a name for a business or a ministry!  When a religious lawyer asked Je-
sus, ôWho is my neighborõ, Jesus told the story of the traveler who was beaten and robbed. (Luke 10:29)    Only a 
despised Samaritan stopped to help.  Jesus shows us that the neighbor is not only the needy person who was beaten 
and robbed, but also the despised Samaritan who helped him. 
     Art Simon, 35 years ago, founded Bread for the World, one of Judy and my favorite organizations.  BFW  
members ask their elected officials to support policies that reduce hunger.   By changing the policies of our gov-
ernment we can reduce hunger much more than with just charity. 
     Art Simon recognized this enterprise trait when he congratulated Neighborhood Enterprises on its 40th anni-
versary  for ôproviding decent housing for people of modest means in the free enterprise arena.õ    At NE people do-
nate to our nonprofit, Sanctuary In The Ordinary, but they also 
lend money and buy buildings which NE manages, currently 
200+ housing units.  The enterprise of NE provides jobs for a 
dozen people and revenue for scores of small businesses and 
contractors.  People can invest instead of just donating and this 
investing greatly increases our supply of decent housing!   
     During the anniversary celebration I was pleased by the 
depth of positive feelings by tenants, aldermen, and many oth-
ers.  Our fairness, consistency, and increasing competence has 
not gone unnoticed.  Also our willingness to forgive the unjust 
eminent domain taking of our buildings evoked a strong posi-
tive response from Kacie Starr Tripplett and other aldermen who presented us with a resolution commending our 
ministry. 
     Judy and I are enjoying more frequent trips and I am still looking forward to making another bike trip across 
Iowa for the yearly RAGBRAI.   I will gradually retire over the next five years and the work and ministry will con-
tinue indefinitely, perhaps under the leadership of Mark Schulte, who is already doing development work for the 
company.  I am continuing in optimism and hope  to seek ways to serve my neighbor. 

 

With warmest regard, 

Jim  Roos  

Jim  and  Judy  Roos with  sons  Tim (left, with wife Nicole) and  Matt.  

     I recently generated a report in our accounting software of all the vendors we have used here at NE/SITO over just the last 11 
years (the amount of time we have been using a computer software).  I counted 780 vendors, mostly small and medium-sized car-
penters, plumbers, electricians, haulers, accountants, banks, cleaning people, hardware suppliers, window companies, and on, and 
on, and on.   
     �:�L�W�K���D�O�O���W�K�H���W�D�O�N���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���Z�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�����L�W�¶�V���H�D�V�\���W�R���R�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N���W�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���1�(���D�Q�G���6�,�7�2���D�U�H���D�Q���H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���³�H�Q�J�L�Q�H�´��in 
this down-turned economy.  When you invest in, or contribute to SITO or NE, you are  investing in our economy.  Every dollar 
you put into us, generates many more dollars in terms of jobs for local businesses, and contributes to the health of our local econ-
omy. 
     For years we have been using the tagline Get the best possible return on your investment, by providing a home for someone in 
need.  �<�R�X���F�D�Q���Y�H�U�\���H�D�V�L�O�\���V�X�E�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���µ�M�R�E�¶���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���µ�K�R�P�H�¶���L�Q���W�K�D�W���S�K�U�D�V�H�������$�V���\�R�X���S�D�J�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�L�V���E�R�R�N�O�H�W�����S�D�\��
attention to the page that shows all of the long-time employees here.  Most of them started as part-time employees. 
     We on the board of SITO are looking forward to our next 20 years of providing housing as well as jobs for the St. Louis com-
munity.  And we look forward to you joining us in that effort.  

                                Ricky Jackson 


